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as a teenager, albeit against his
mother’s wishes.

“I think I was about 15 years
old the first time I played D&D,”
Mease said. “My friend intro-
duced it to me and said, ‘You got
to play this game!” My mom was
a religious nut, so she told me
to stay away from it, so I stayed
away from it. (Eventually) I said,
‘OK, you know what? I'll give it
a shot.’ I just wanted to see what
it’s about. I played it and got ad-
dicted to it ever since. And once I
found out about that I also start-
ed getting into Star Wars: The
Roleplaying Game. So me and
my friends were playing both
at the same time and we never
stopped.”

Gaming remained a huge part
of his life and even became a
point of bonding while he and
Nadezdea were dating.

“When we were dating, I was
like, ‘You gotta play this with me
(laughs).” And now she plays;
she’s got her own dice, bought
her own minis for her character,”
Mease said. Even the couple’s

children are starting to take in-
terest in the hobby.

But while gaming had long
been a huge part of Mease’s life,
he fully credits Nadezdea for urg-
ing him to turn his longtime pas-
sion into his profession.

“My wife was the one that sug-
gested it. She would say to me,
“You're always playing; why don’t
you open a store?” And that went
on like the last two years,” Mease
laughed. So, early this year, after
his mother passed away and he
lost his job due to COVID-19, the
idea started to gain traction.

“I didn’t have income coming
in, so I'm like, ‘What am I going
to do for money now?’ ... So, then
my wife said again, ‘Why don’t
you open a business?” And I was
like, “You know what? Can’t hurt,
right?” I mean, I didn’t really
want to go back to (my old job).
So, there it is,” He said. “I would
say April was when my wife and
I said, ‘OK, let’s give this a shot.’
We got the funds we needed and
then finding a place was prob-
ably the hardest part - finding
a cheap-enough place in a good
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Red Dragon’s Hoard a gathering place for gamers

From starter sets to compoi?n books, Red Dragon’s Hoard has all the materials new and experienced adventurers could need to play. lts glorious signage, commissioned by Buffalo Signmakers, was designed by owner Richard Mease and his
ront looks fantastically epic at night.

wife, Nadezdea. The store

area. ... (Then) we had to do a
lot to get the place ready. ... We
had to add the exit signs and the
lights; had to have an architect
(check) this place out. So, that
was probably the longest, hard-
est part of the whole thing.”

Opening a store amidst a pan-
demic posed its own challenges,
including finding certain items to
stock the store.

“A few things that I tried to or-
der, the companies said they had
in stock; but when the shipments
came, there was stuff missing
or backordered, like Pokémon
cards. I've been trying to get
those and they don’t have any-
thing and it’s like, ‘Are you Kkid-
ding me? (laughs). So, I have a
lot of the new ones preordered
and should arrive in November.
So, there are certain things that
are hard to get a hold of right
now,” Mease said.

Despite the challenges, how-
ever, he said he knew he didn’t

want to go the online-only route.

“Everyone is doing online. We
wanted brick and mortar,” Mease
said. “The whole purpose was for
people to actually have a place
to play — that’s what the whole
thing was. We made it so people
can come in and play, even if
they wanted to bring their board
games from home just to play
with their friends here.”

That welcoming ‘let’s play’ at-
mosphere is apparent as soon as
one walks into the store.

Amid the colorful shelves are
several tables throughout the
store where people can simply
walk in, sit down and start gam-
ing for free. Each gaming area
is augmented with certain flairs
and thematic decorations. One
section, designed to invoke sci-fi
and cyberpunk themes, is over-
looked by autographed “Star
Wars” memorabilia signed by
actors David Prowse and Mark
Hamill, who portrayed Darth Va-

der and Luke Skywalker, respec-
tively.

But for those looking for a
more private — and truly immer-
sive — experience, Red Dragon’s
Hoard features a premium gam-
ing room that can be rented. The
space — which features a large
monitor for laptop connectivity,
fantasy-themed tapestries and
mounted swords on the walls,
and some amazing sculptures
and figures of some of the mythi-
cal creatures from the D&D uni-
verse — is a Dungeon Master’s
(DM) dream.

“All this stuff is gonna keep
expanding. I want it to be when
people come in here they just go,
‘Oh my goodness, I wanna play
here,” ” Mease said. “People can
pay and have the atmosphere
they’re looking for. And in the
future, people will be able to pay
and I'll DM games for them.”

In the future, Mease said the
store will also host tournaments

for popular games like Warham-
mer and Magic: The Gathering,
and he’s also looking to develop
DnD tournaments where people
can pay for a character, sit in and
have a chance to win gift cards for
the store as they hit milestones
or accomplish certain things. An
event calendar can be found on
the company’s website, www.red-
dragonshoard.com/.

Asked what it is about RPGs
that he and other fans find so en-
thralling, Mease said it’s about
friends coming together and find-
ing some respite from the prob-
lems of the world around them.

“I think the thing about it is it’s
a board game with freedom and
it’s an escape from the stuff that’s
going on,” he said. “So many ar-
guments with people on the in-
ternet; arguments about political
views and everything. Here, we
can sit, we can play, we can toss
all that aside for a while, and it
gives a relaxing time for people
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to enjoy themselves.

“It's a reason to get together,
especially now with the pandem-
ic. People were so far away from
each other for a year that people
don’t want to stay at their house
anymore. Like, ‘Let’s go do some-
thing, go somewhere; let’s play a
game.””

For those curious but uniniti-
ated with RPGs, Mease said he
hopes they’ll come by so he can
show them that magical (pun in-
tended) experience firsthand.

“I’'d probably show them an ex-
ample game. It’s better to show
them than to tell them,” he said. “I
mean, one of the best thingsisit’s
cooperative. With other games,
competitive games, people can
really get upset. Some people
take it so far where it’s about win-
ning and not caring about any-
thing else. With cooperative play,
I'm helping you, you’re helping
me, now were jumping at the
table; laughing, joking; getting
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NT Class of 1972 seeks

classmates

mate or know someone who was,

send contact information to ntclas-
sof72@gmail.com.
Weekend details will follow.

an Added Benefit for our
Valued Advertisers

NFP is creating a special enter-
tainment section in our papers,
called Notes. This new feature
gives our advertisers the chance
to highlight the music and other
entertainment happening at their
establishments.

As part of your advertising
package, you are invited to sub-
mit a short summary (approx.
50 words) of entertainment
news including:

* Name of group
* Days and times of performance
* Business name and address

To learn more, contact
your sales rep
Colleen Rebmann:
grandislandsales@wnypapers.com

Jeff Calarco:
tribunesales@wnypapers.com

Marcy Lombardo:
sentinelsales@wnypapers.com

The North Tonawanda Class of
1972 is seeking classmates to help
celebrate its 50th high school re-
union, to be held the weekend of July
15-17, 2022.

If you are a 1972 graduate, class-

Youth-only pheasant hunt

The New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation an-
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nounced a special youth-only pheas-
ant hunt weekend will be held in
Western New York on Oct. 9-10. This
youth-only hunt will take place one
week prior to the regular pheasant
season and enable junior hunters
ages 12-15 years old to hunt pheas-
ants with a licensed adult companion.

The 2021-22 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 16.

Junior hunters must be accom-
panied by a licensed adult hunter
during the youth pheasant hunt. Ac-
companying adults are not allowed to
possess a firearm or take a pheasant
during this special season. During
the two-day youth hunt, junior hunt-
ers would be permitted to take two
birds per day.

A special permit will be required
to hunt at Joseph Davis, Golden Hill
and Wilson-Tuscarora state parks in
Niagara County. An individual permit
is also required to hunt Saturday, Oct.
9, and Sunday, Oct. 10. This year’s
youth hunt will allow for a second
youth hunter to be named on the per-
mit. There will be two separate hunts
each day that a permit is required:
The first hunt will be from sunrise
until 12:30 p.m. The second hunt will
be from 12:30 p.m. until sunset.

Pheasant hunting boundary de-
scriptions are available on DEC’s
website and page 40 of the “2021-2022
Hunting and Trapping Regulation
Guide.” All other pheasant hunting

regulations remain in effect.

Contact DEC’s Bureau of Wild-
life at 851-7010 in Buffalo or 372-
0645 in Allegany with any addition-
al questions.

Lions spaghetti dinner

The Town of Niagara Lions Club,
along with The Town of Niagara
Helping Hands and Boy Scout
Troop 841, will host a spaghetti din-
ner and basket auction starting at
noon Sunday, Oct. 10, at 2748 Mili-
tary Road.

Dinners will be served from
noon to 5:30 p.m., with the basket
auction to run from noon to 5 p.m.

Auction tickets are S5 per sheet.
Dinners are $9 for adults, S5 for
ages 6-12, and free for kids under 5.

St. Peter’s Latin Mass

St. Peter R.C. Church in Lewiston
announces will host a Latin Mass,
with music sung by Harmonie
Schola, at 7 p.m. Monday Oct. 11.

“This is the first time we have
ever had an event such as this, and
all in the community are welcome
to attend,” parish council member
Judy Penzotti said. “We ask that
masks are worn when not seated.”

For further information, contact
Penzotti at 531-2932 or Father Cole
at the St. Peter rectory at 754-4118.

bodymindsoul.com
Aromatherapy, Crystals, Handmade
Crystal Jewelry, Mala Beads, Sage,
Incense & Smudging
Products, Spiritually Inspired
Apparel, Yoga & Meditation Products

along and having fun. It’'s a get
together. It’s like anything else
one would enjoy, like going to a
bar or going over to your friends
house to watch football. It’s the
same thing. You're going there
to hang out with your friends and
have a good time. And that’s the
most important thing about role-
playing games is having a good
time.”

For more information, visit
www.reddragonshoard.com/ or
call 524-3040.

We are your One-Stop Spiritual Shop

facebook.com/bodymindandsoulcenter
instagram.com/bodymindandsoulcenter

Body Mind & Soul Connection, llc.

3957 River Road
Youngstown, NY 14174

716-807-2409
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Get the RedShirt® Treatment and
So Much More This Medicare Season

Our RedShirts™
meet your unique needs, including $0 premium plans, a new plan with a monthly
give back and more!

are ready to help you find the best Medicare Advantage plan to

Enter Our RedShirt Medicare Sweepstakes
when You Call or Visit’
Great Weekly Prizes and Grand Prizes!

N/

We're here to meet with you safely at a one-on-one consultation in your
neighborhood.” Masks are required for entry.

Niagara Riverside Resort
7001 Buffalo Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14304

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m. — 3 p.m., October 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28;
November 2, 4, 9, 16, 18, 23, 30; December 2,7

Talk with a RedShirt® about our plans
before December 7.

(716) 635-4900 or 1-800-958-4405 (TTY: 711)
Monday - Sunday, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
www.RedShirtTreatment.com /Medicare2022
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